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Que cùm magna modis multis miranda videtur 

Gentibus humanis regio, viſendaque fertur, 

Rebus opima bonis, multa munita virüm vi, P 

Nil tamen hoc habuiſſe viro praclarius in ſe, 

Nec ſunctum magis, et mirum, carumque videtur. 

Carmina quin ctiam DIVINE PECTORIS EJUS . 4 
Dulce ſouant, atque exponunt preclara reperta; 

Ut vix humana videatur ſtirpe creatus, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Orr of our periodical Criticks hath 
aſſerted, ungenerouſlly, and, I hope, falſely, 
that I obtrude myſelf, as an Authour, on 
the world. That charge againſt me, how- 
ever, cannot be inferred, from ui Pam- 
phlet. I give it to the publick, from the 
delire of a friend, whoſe literary judge- 
ment, and taſte I very much eſteem; and 
who thought that it was worthy of their 
attention. I wiſh that it's reception, and 
fortune may juſhfy his opinion. By 
ſome paſſages in the following Letter, the 
reader will perceive that I have ſent the 
manuſcript to the preſs, juſt as it was in- 
tended for the peruſal of the very reſpec - 
table Authour of A Treatiſe on the Au- 
„ thenticity of the Scriptures, and the 
„Truth of the Chriſtian Religion,” 


r 


$ 
A 
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A LETTER, &c, 


SIR, 


THOUGH 1 have not che hond, and the 


happineſs to be perſonally acquainted with you, 
1 ſhould be aſtramed of myſelf if 1 was not 
converſant with your writings. I flatter riyſelf 
tht the contents of this letter that my fin- 
| core reſpeR which it teſkiſtes for you, will ſuper. 
ſede any formal, and elaborate apology for the 
liberty Which 1 take, in thus addrefling you, 
It is, indeed, impoſſible that what 1 ſhall now 
commit to paper can give the leaſt offerice to 
One who is 4 ſincere friend to moral, amd chriſ- 
tian freedom; to One, who not only deferids, 
but prattiſes our moſt exceHem religion. After 
'» you 
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you have ſhown ſo much mildneſs toa * vulgar, 


iterate, and impious incendiary, 1- have no 
doubt that you will honour me, on this occaſion, 
with your liberal ſentiments, and opinion; not- 
withſtanding all the unmerited returns which I 
have received for my literary endeavours, from 
an ungenerous, and unfeeling world. 


I have finiſhed a very attentive peruſal of 
your « Treatiſe upon the Authenticity of the 
« Scriptures, and the Truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion. I never met with a book, which, 
by perſpicuity of ſtyle, and arrangement, and 
by a happy ſelettion of arguments, and illuſ- 
trations, was better adapted, than yours is, to 
promote the invaluable cauſe which it was in- 
tended to ſerve. When I have excepted one 
paſſage (on which you will permit me, with 
great reſpect, and deference, to communicate 
to you my thoughts) I may venture, very con- 
{cientiouſly, to aſſert, that all the reſt of your 


* Thomas Painn, 


Treatiſe 


1 
Treatiſe impreſſed my mind with pleaſure, in- 
ſtruction, convittion, Such a work was always 
ſeaſonable, and ſalutary; but it is particularly 
opportune, and intereſting, in theſe times; when, 
in our iſland, infidelity, and even atheiſm, are 
defended, with all the pertneſs, ſuperficiality, 
and profligacy, with which the profane, and 
the monſtrous dottrine, are maintained, on the 


continent of France. 


The exceptionable paſſage to which I allude, 
is your cenſure of the exordium of Mr, Porz's 
Un1iver%AaL Prayer, Tam an enthuſiaſtical 
admirer of that great Poet ; he has brightened 
my ſolitude, and my moral melancholy,—* with 
* Orient hues, unborrowed of the ſun;**—with 
a comfort, and a ſplendour, which the Engliſh 
climate, and the more gloomy mind of man, 
denied me. But I can caſily ſuppreſs all this 
enthuſiaſm of admiration, when I am in perſuit 
of truth; when I am addreſſing Mr. BAYANr; 
and when I only wiſh'to have juſtice done to 
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an illyſtrious Genius, againſt whom a very 


heavy charge is brought by a moſt candid, and 
reſpettable authour, | 


You ſay, Sir, that © Mr, Porr thinks that all 
* rites, however baſe, and all idolatry, however 
« grols, and ſhocking, related, ultimately, ta 
the worſhip of the one true God, This is ta 
be ſeen in the firſt ſtanza of his celebrated 
« paraphraſe of the Lord's Prayer: 


Father of All! in every Age, 

In every clime adored; 
By Saint, by Savage, and by Sage, 
JA an, Jove, or Lonp! 


It muſt hurt a truly pious mind to ſee the 
«Creator of all things, the everlaſting God, [+ 
* yovan, brought upon a level with urin, 
* and Baar (who is the ſame as Lord) and (as 
«* we find intimated) with all the foul, and 
* horrid deities. of the Pagan world, Wha 
v would imagine that the Cod of all purity, 

and 


(ou FF” 
« and holincſs, could be reprefented, not anly 
« by Juri, Baccuus,and Vu ca, but by 
PAN, and Px1arus; by Baai-2r0n, and Mo, 
* cu, and by all the monſters of Ec ver, and 
* of the moſt ſavage nations; that their rites 


* were h4s rites, and their mad orgies performed 
in his honour? Yet te notions Mr, Por: 


« recommends. Thus has this cxcellent Poet 
* ſacrificed truth to rhythm, antitheſis, and an 
affected allieration,”'—Pages, 1 g--16, 


I really think that you have given a new; 


and, certainly, a very unfavourable conſtruc- 
tion, to the beginning of this very beautiful, 


and ſublime Prayer. I fatter myſelf that 1 
bave very many ſenfible readers, and eriticlen 
on my ſide, when I fuppaſe, ar rather when 1 


| beg leave to be confident, that Mr. Pors's 
pure, and ruling idea, when he thus nobly 
apenod his addreſs to tha Deity, was, the gene 
ral, I might fay, the univerſal belief, which 
manking: hack czobraced, of a Supreme, and 
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Celeftial Sovereign of the world, In the fame 


©  Manza, he likewiſe undoubtedly meant to im- 


ply, that the acknowledgement, diffuſed over the 
globe, of a Being ſuperiour to all other beings, 


| however variouſly, and abſurdly he was wor- 


ſhipped, was a ſtrong collateral argument, in 
favour of the exiſtence, and government, of the 
one, and only true God, I hope that the fol- 
lowing interpretation, or paraphraſe, of this 
unfortunately obnoxious ſtanza will be thought 
ealy, and natural, “ Thou Creator, and Pro- 
« teftor of the Univerſe! The human race, 


« from the beginning of time, and in every 


« country, have adored Thee! To adore Thee, 
« as the firſt of Beings, the heaven-direaed 
« Saint ; the uninſpired Philoſopher ; the wild, 
and uncultivated Savage, have been equally 
« diſpoſed, and habituated, The different 
titles which have been applied to Thee; the 
« different rites with which Thou haſt been wor- 
« ſhipped (whether rational, and holy ; whether 


* abſurd, and groſsly erroneous) by men totally 
« ſevered 
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« ſevered from each other, by diſtant regions, 
« and by national cuſtoms, and prejudices ;—- 
« theſe different titles, and different rites tend 
* but to enforce one important, and awful truth 
„that Thou haſt cternally exiſted: that Thou 
* art the Maker, and the Ruler of All!” 


Mr. Pork was endowed with an ingenuous, 
and exalted mind; therefore it was impoſſible 
that one part of his publick religious faith, ſhould 
he inconſiſtent, and incompatible with another. 
Hence, he could not have the moſt remote 
intention to recommend thoſe ridiculous, and 
impure ſuperſtitions, which you mention, and 
of which you juſtly expreſs your deteſtation. 
If he recommended them, he muſt have ap- 
proved them. That a gentleman of your judge- 
ment, and penetration, ſhould imagine that he 
approved them, is, I own, to me, ſurpriſing: 1 
am equally ſurpriſed, that with your unaffetted, 
and well-known candour, and benevolence, 
you ſhould affix to any lines of our great Poet 


- ® ” 


— wi 
—— — 


„. ; 
a meaning which is ſo far from obtruding iiſelſ 
upon the reader, that I do not ſee how it can be 
juſtly inferred, though I am ſure, you did not 
intend io wreſt it, from them, Permit me to 
repeat the leading truths, which impreſſed the 
Poet, and with which he meant to impreſs his 
readers, at the opening of his Univerſal Prayer. 
_þ: The idea, and belief of a Supreme Being, 
| { fa * bath, in every age, and country, powerfully 
| « pervaded human nature. Mankind, however 
| « diverſified by leſs eſſential charatteriſticks, 
| 


have always agreed that there is a God, and 
chat he ought to be worſhipped,” 


Mr. Porr, as I have obferved, could not 
1 approve, and recommend, the prep ofterous 
and licentious crrours of the Heathens, in mat- 
| ters of religion, without being ſhamefully in- 
| conſiſtent with himſelf, How can we ſuſpett that 
the eltabliſhed ritual of the Saint, the Savage, 
and the Sage, are indiſcriminately reſpetted by 
Him, whoſe works are fraught with a moſt ele- 

gant 


ohh. 


gant; and beautiful morality ; with the molt 
expreſſive, and ſtriking pictures, of the Divine 
Power, and Economy? How can we ſuſpett 
that ke could be ſo ſtupidly profane; who of- 
fered up to his Maker the prayer which now 
engages our attention ; with the fineſt ardour, 
and force of poetry ; with all the fervour of a 


genuine, and manly piety ? 


I cannot imagine that * Mr. Porr thought 
* that all rites, however baſe, and all idolatry, 
« however ſhocking, related, ultimately, to the 
*« worſhip of the one true God,” —For in the 
heathen rituals, there were particular modes of 
worſhip,. and particular ſacrifices, appropriated 
to their various, and reſpective deities; 
without at all relating to any other God, If 
you think otherwiſe, your opinion is favourable 
to the prevailing, and principal idea which was 
always imprinted in the human mind, of a Su- 
preme Being. — Mr. Porz very probably 
thought that all the divine honours that were 


0 paid 
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paid to JuyiTzn, however erroneous, Were 


the miſtaken worſhip of the one true God, Their 
worſhip of him was miſtaken, becauſe they 


miſtook his nature, and his attributes. Shall 
we ſuppoſe” that Mr. Porz was not ſenfible of 
\ theſe miſtakes ;—-ſhall we farther ſuppoſe that he 


| 

| 

3 

| f approved them? Is there a word, in the ſtanza, 

| | nd | 

| from which we can draw theſe inferences? By 
j 
| 


| ! no means: He only, very poctically, and very 
| {| beautifully, avails himſelf of a ftrong impulſe 
in natural religion, which taught mankind that 
| there was a Supreme Intelligence, the Original 


1 Cauſe of all things: and that it was their duty 


| to adore Him. © 

| I will not preſume, Sir, to be a competitor 
| 4 x with you, in ancient learning; hut you ſeem to 
make the claſſical religion worſe than it really 


j | was, For ſurely, though Baccuvs, Vu Lcan, 
I Pax, and Prarayys, might be the tutelary 


deities of certain cities, and countries; and 
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1 though, conſequently, they might, there, be 
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principally worſhipped; yet by their moſt de- 


voted worſhippers they were deemed infinitely 
inſeriour to surren, or Jovs, the Father, 
and the Lord of the Univerſe, God forbid 
that I ſhould fay any thing in favour of the li- 
centious JuriTERrR of the Ancients; he well 
ſuited the depravity of the human ſpecies; by 
which depravity he had been reduced to his 
infamous character; he well ſuited the machi- 
nery, and the too luxuriant imagination of the 
Poets ; who, I obſerve, with regret, have often 
been as ardent to allure us to ſenſual pleaſure 
a5 to attract us to virtue, Therefore I am truly 
concerned that more lenity of cenſure, that 
more equity has not been ſhown by an Engliſh 
man who is eminent for his learning, for his 
abilities, and for his practical chriſtianity, to 
one of the molt illuſtrious of his countrymen, 
who, through the ſtrain of his independent, 
and ingenuous life, as of his beautiful, and 
captivating numbers, proved himſelf—* To 
10 Vintue, ONLY, AND HER FritnDs, A 


C2 FRIEND, 
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yRIEND?,” That Mr. Por z's aim, apparently ſo 
viſible, and ſo direct, in che inſtance on which 1 
am now employed, ſhould be miſtaken by Mr. 
Bryant, is, I muſt confels, a phenomenon 
to me, in the literary world. I requeſt you, 
Sir, candidly to accept any praiſe that I may 
give you, in the courſe of this letter; it merits 
that acceptance; not from the conſequence of 
the perſon from whom you receive it; but 
becauſe it is untainted with flattery. It is 4 
tribute from One, who hath ſacrificed every 
ſublunary conſideration to his love of Truth, 
In 
* The following tribute from Tuousox, the cotemporary, 
end the friend of Pore, will vindicate his moral charater, to 


the ſatisfattion of the Generous, and the Guod, from the obloquy 
with which it i* yer afperied ; 


Though not ſweeter his own Hours ſings, 
Yet is his tte the more endearing fong,—Wixttn, v. 552%. 
This tribute, too, from an Authour who was endowed with an 
exquiſite judpement, and taſte, might ſtagger, and embarraſs 
thule preſumprucus criticks who have weakly endeavoured to de- 
, preciate his poetical excellence, if they could retract, or be 
aſhamed, The glory of Poys has oppreſſed human owls with 
ſuch a ſickening iplendour, that they have been inpotently bar- 
barous to him, both as a man, and an authour, even after his 
death. 


E wha] 


In every ſtate which has been at all civilized, 


the grols errours, at leaſt, of the national reli- 


gion (and it is impoſſible that even the beſt 


national religion ſhould be without it's errours) 


have been corrected, not only by wiſdom, and. 


philoſophy ; but by common ſenſe, and common 
_ reflexion, Ifthe Jove of the Pactsof Guence, 
and Rowe, excites the contempt, or the deteſ- 


tation of a ſincere moraliſt, when they paint 


him in their ſportive, and licentious vein; they 
certainly make ſome atonement to their Sove- 
reign of all Nature, when they give Him his 
reſpettable, and awful Majeſty ; when they de- 
icribe Him, from their own unſophiſticated un- 
derſtanding, and ſentiments, If to the Su. 
preme Being attributes are frequently given 
which are properly deſcriptive of Divine Ma- 
jelty, by writers who often took a poetical 
death, They have inſulted, and proſaned his Memory. The A 
etbrs whom HORACE, and this great Poet celebrate, had a milder 
tate; for He, 


Comperit invidiam ſupremo fine domari, 
Hor acs, Epilt, Lib, it, Epift. 1. v. 48. 


licence 
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licence that was not warrantable, in a moral 


view; if the Jovs of Hourn is, Irs ad me, 
Ow 11; if He Is, the Myrura Lig, the Counſellour ; 


the Name by which Igatan prehgures the 


Messtau, or the miGury Gop ;—if to Jurl- 


TEx there is often alli xcd, in VII GI, the dil. 
tinguiſhing, ai ſacred epithet, Omnipotens ; if 
we find, in His natural religion, [ovts omnia 
plena ; il, in that great Poct, Dgum ſor Jurt- 
run, or TJovs | we per omnes terraſque, trace 
it tle 


tuſque maris, calumque proſundum : 
Mens of the lame Poet; the Supreme Mind ; the 
Supreme Being; the [uriTyR, or the Jove ;— 
if He, agitat molem, et magno ſe corpore 
miſeet; il this Jon is likewiſe VIACII's 
guns Jupiter; if He loves, and rewards the 
Good; if the Wicked incurr His diſplealure, 
and His puniſhment ;—if Such is the Jov x of the 
ancient Pocts, in their beſt, and nobleſt flights, 
it will undoubtedly be allowed (without my 
ſuperfluoully citing of paſſages, from the Greek, 


and Roman authours, to warrant my poſtulatum 
3 that 


1 


that He was, at leaſt, as pure, and auguſt 4 
Being as he has been now repreſented, in the 
mind of the Sage; in thole colletted, and ſacred 
hours, when that mind was aftuatcd with it's 
genuine theory, and with the ſincerity of it's 
devotion, Therefore, I will venture to aflert, 
that the Junovan of the Saint was not brought 
down to any degrading level, when he was 
ranked by Porr with the Tov of the Sage; or 
with the Loxv of the fimple, and untutored 
Savage, It is my humble opinion, Sir, that 
when our Poet wrote the line, or rather the 
ſtanza, which you ſo ſtrongly diſapprove, he 
had principally, in his view, the univerſal acknow- 
ledgement, and worſhip of the Deity. If his 
thoughts were more extended at the time to 
which I-refer, he certainly ſurveyed the lo- 
rtrEA of his Philoſopher poſſeſling the great, 
and amiable attributes which I have juſt men- 
tioned ; not debaſed wich thoſe mortal, and 
flagitious qualities, which had been obtruded 
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on Him.by a riotous imagination, and by 4 
compliance with popular ſuperſtition. 


1 now truſt that, * this excellent Poet bath 


made no ſacrifice of truth to rhythm, antitheſis, 


and an affected alliteration,”'——Not a particle 
of any thing important is given up for rbyme ; 
lor here (as, indeed, is the caſe almoſt always 
with Lim) proper, caſy, and noble expreſſion 
conveys proper, and noble thought, 1 grant 
that the more palpable ornaments of poetry 
ſhould be uſed with a frugal hand; ſo they are, 
by Mr. Por-; for his taſte is as delicate as his 
Genius is vigorous z; but neither anticheſis, nor 
alliteration are to be baniſhed ſrom poetry, 
becauſe they arc abuſed by coxcombs ; and they 
were never leſs forced into the ſervice of the 
Mules; they were never applied more happily, 
and with more energy, than in this firſt lanza 
of the Universatl Praveen, 


The 
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The Poet, Sir, muſt be born wich Genius; 
but, I am ſure, you will ſo far agree wich the 
Poets, and Criticks of all ages, as to allow 
him his art too: —“ Strip him of his plumage 
* (as Junivs ſaid of Royalty) and you fix 


him to the earth,” Indeed a great par! of 


the exerciſe, of the exertion of poetical genius 


conſiſts in practiſing this art well, In that prac- 


tice Porn was never excelled, In him you 
have, continually, the richnels, and the fire of 
the Poet, with the eaſe of the beſt proſe. He 
bears you along his tranſparent, yet powerful 
ſtream, which woos it's glowing banks; for it 
feels them not it's painful limitations, Genius 
is, in him, the great, and original/pring, which 
produces this beautiful, and vigorous flow; 
Art, his clegant auxiliary, the daughter of his 


Divine energy, glides, with a graceful reve- 


rence, into her maternal current, and harmo- 
niouſly blends with Nature, 


bD I have 


* 


11 

I have often regretted that in this Prayer 
which has been juſtly admired, there is one un- 
poetical line; unpoctical, becauſe it is not alto- 
gether perſpicuous,—For when a verſe makes 
the mind of the reader demurr, in it's warm 
progrels, it ccaſes to affect; therefore it ceaſes 
to be poetry, The line to which I allude, is, 
— And binding nature faſt in fate;”'—this 
is not clear, therefore, not poctical language; 
by no means the uſual language of Mr. Pops, 


I have no doubt that the meaning is, that Cop, 
who limited the attion of matter by inſur- 


mountable, and eternal laws, left the moral 
freedom of reaſon, judgement, and choice, to 
the human mind, 

You call the Untvznsat Pravzn, the cele- 
brated Paraphraſe of the Lonb's Praven, 
Does it admit that title, with propriety? I 
think that, in the ſupplication of Port, ſome 
objetts are omitted, which are contained, and 
ſeveral others are inſerted, which are not to be 

| ſound, 


— 
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found, in that Divine Petition. Mr. Por x has 


diſpleaſed me, almoſt as much as he has offended 
you, in his Univensat Prayer; but for @ 
different reaſon; becauſe, in that Prayer, he 
has not payed an immediate, and explicit tribute 
(which it was in his power moſt charmingly to 
offer) to the Chriſtian Revelation, It is cer- 


tain that in many parts of his works he profeſles - 


himſelf a Chriſtian; though I have often appre- 
hended, from the moſt clear, and comprehen- 
five view that I could take, of his liſe, and 
writings, that on the ſubje& of religion, his 
mind kalted between two opinions, His friend, 
Lon BoLtxcBrOKk?, whoſe chain of argu- 
ments was fecble comparatively with his flow of 
eloquence, had too great an aſcendency over 
his judgement; hence, I am afraid that he was 


inclined to be ſceptical, if not deiſtical, His 


faith, and it's conſequences, are, now, with 
Him, and with his Gov, I can, however, ſup- 
poſe it poſſible that a good moral man may be 
a ſceptick; 
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« ſceptick; nay, that he may he a deift: an 
atheiſt muſt either be a fool, or a monſter of 
impiety, I have long, Sir, torne from my 
breaſt every particle of the Tartufſe; if it ever 
had one; the lincerity of the man is not warped, 
in me, by the hypocriſy of the prieſt; there- 
fore my ſolemn declaration of my firm belief 
in the Chriſtian. Religion will be more entitled, 
ſrom you, to credit, and regard. 


If any thing, Sir, could ſhake my ſatisſaction 
in my moſt eſtabliſhed opinions, it would be 
my differing (by my adhering to them) from you. 
Yet 1 cannot think that there are ſeveral nations 
who arc deſtitute of every idea of the exiſtence 
of a Supreme Being. 1 do not believe that 
there was ever a nation upon carth who had not 
ſome notion of that Being; and who did not, 
in ſome way, worſhip Him, Alas! the ideas 
which are entertained of Him by the moſt en- 
lightened minds, muſt be infinitely deſective 
We know that there are extremely barbarous 

and 


1 9 1 
ind ſavage people, who acknowledge, and 
adore a Firſt Cauſe: why, then, ſhould we 


ſuppoſe that any of the large families of mankind 
are without that belief, and adoration? My opi- 


nion is not moved by what Lazar, or CoD 

MINE tell us of the incorrigible ſtupidity of many 

inhabitants of SouTn-AMzrIiCa; nor by the 

narratives of the Moravian miſſionaries, who 

inform us that their pious labours have been in- 

effectual in GAEENLAN D. For I conſider the 

general indolence of human nature; ho eaſily 

we are repelled from proceeding in taſks which 

may be arduous, but perhaps not impratticable, 

I conſider the extreme difficulty of an intelli. | 
gible, and clear communication between people e x 
whoſe languages, cuſtoms, and habits, bear not 

the leaſt ſimilitude to each other. I muſt add = 
to my account the prejudices, the abſurdity, 
and the ſtupidity of thoſe who have pretended, 
or preſumed to inſtruct remote, and ſimple na- 
tions in the elements of the Chriſtian Religion, 
If other miſſonaries atted like thoſe of G 
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LAND, We 
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an, and Panacuay, they would more 
probably confound, and diſguſt, than inform, 
and conciliate their diſciples, The minds of 
the ſcholars could not be more barbarous, and 
ridiculous than the leflons of the maſters; 


againſt which, the principles of common ſenſe 


that reſide wherever there is a human breaſt, 
would very probably, and very naturally, recoil, 
Nor ſhould I omit to obſerve, that when ſtran- 


gers, evidently trained to arts, and arms, arrive 


in a country which is almoſt totally unacquainted 
with both, their unexpected viſit, and appear- 
ance muſt be very unſavourable to the ſucceſs 
of their zcal, and aſſiduity. Forif they begin 
their holy work ever fo rationally, ever ſo de- 
licately let their endeavours be ever ſo friendly, 
ever ſo ſalutary ; they may excite the ſuſpicions, 


und alarms of the natives of that country; ſul- 


pitions and alarms, which would be very exeuſ- 
able. They might fear that this pretended 
anxiety for their ſpiritual welfare, was hoſtile, 
infidigus ;—hence, they might wave diſ- 

tint 
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tinct anſwers which it was in their power to give, 


to queſtions on important ſubjects; leſt honeſt . 


replies to thoſe queſtions might be dangerous 
to their libertics, or to their lives. I have faid 


that theſe ſuſpicions, and alarms would be ex- 


cuſable ; indeed they would be juſtiſiable, from 
precedent, We learn from hiſtory, that miſſi- 


ons, as they have been conducted, have been 


inauſpicious to the policy, and to the peace of 
nations: the French miſſionaries in CHINA 
were treated with more lenity by the Emperour 
than they deſerved: in ſhort, miſſionaries are, 
in general, a meddling, miſchievous, prieſtly 
lett of people. They not only want that hu- 
mility, that fimplicity of heart, and manners, 
with which the ambaſſadours of Cunts ought 
to be adorned: but they want that maſterly 
knowledge of human nature; thoſe penetrating, 
and flexible talents, without which, one of the 
moſt arduous of enterprizes cannot be atchiev- 
ed. A few exceptions do not invalidate this 
obſervation, 
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A man leſt merely to the guidance of nature“ 
differs very much, and eſſentially „ſrom the 
« brates;” whatever may be the opinion of Mr. 
Cox DAN, to the contrary. Bring me an 
Oran-ontang ; he is a feeling, a grave, and a very 
docile being; he naturally walks ere; his ani- 
mal ſtrufture is extremely ſimilar to ours, ex- 
cepting two or three triffing anatomical diffe- 


_ rences, | Fxternally, he ſeems to be of a race 


of men of an humbler ſize; he. ſeems to en- 
croach on the human ſcale. But does the moſt 
uncultivated, and ſavage man differ little from 
this animal? Bring me a Greenlander; or a 
native of the inland parts of Souru-AuTAIcA 
Jet us compare him with this rival of our ſpe- 
cies, The former ſpeaks; he has a mother. 
tongue; he has a language, however limited, 


however rude; and his faculty of ſpeech is 


alloc iated to certain, and fixed ideas, But no 
ingenuity upon earth could ever make the Oran= 
Outang merely articulate. Here, then, 1s one 


endowment by which the ſavage is raiſed con- 


liderably 


1 


hderably above the brute, And if he, and 1 
could communicate our thoughts to each other, 
wich caſe, and preciſion, I have no do ubt chat 
1 ſhould find his mind impreſſed with an idea 
of the “ Father of All;”*—* adored in every 
age, and in every clime.“ —As little do 1 
doubt that if there was this eaſy intercourſe of 
language between us, I ſhould ſoon improve, 
in my untutored ſcholar, this firſt of ideas, in 
excellence, if not in attainment ;—circum- 
{cribed, and ſuperficial (God knows) is the 
knowledge of Him, in the moſt acute, and ex- 
panded intellett ; but the fainteſt notion of his 
exiſtence could not be infuſed into the Oran- 
Outang, by all the philoſophers in the world. — 
Yes; wherever the beautifully contraſted revo 
lution, or the more ſimple, and harſh return 
of ſeaſons, bas varied the year ;z-—wherever 
the ſtars have ſhone ;—wherever the Regent of 
day hath darted his flaming rays;—-wherever 
the Queen of night hath diffuſed Her milder 


beams; the exiſtence of a God hath entered the 
* mind 
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mind of man; hath taken firm root there; and 
hath been tranſmitted from father to ſon, through 


all generations, © The ſound” of the magnifi- 
cent, of the cloquent works of creation, * is 


„gone out into all lands; and their words into 


«the ends of the world.”-—Pf, xix, v. 4. St. 
Pau reminds his hearers, inthe Atts of the Apoſ- 
tles, that « God left not Himſelf without witneſs, 
„ in that He did good, and gave us rain from 
« heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, filling our hearts 
« with food, and gladneſs. Atts ch. xiv. v. 17. 
The fame Apoſtle tells the Romans that the in- 
viſible * things of Him from the creation of 


* the world are elcarly ſeen (being underſtood 


« hy the things that are made) even His Eter- 


„ nal Power, and Godhead,” Romans ch. i. 


v. 20. From other paſſages of Scripture we 
may learn that the exiſtence of a God, and His 
Providence were always demonſtrated to man- 


Kind, by the works of creation, and by their 


eſtabliſhed laws. 
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It does not appear reaſonable to me, Sir, 
that we ſhould expect to find the idea of the 
Deity (for I thought that innate ideas had been 
long exploded) that we ſhould expect to find 
« a moral ſenſe, and original truths, genuine, 
and unſophiſticated, among remote, and un- 
« diſciplined tribes.” I ſhould ſuppoſe that 
the more highly any nation was cultivated, and 
poliſhed, in the ſciences, and in the fine arts, 
the more juſt, and accurate would be their ap- 
prehenſion of any object that was within the 
compaſs of human knowledge, I cannot think 
that the debaſements of religion which you men- 
tion, with an amiable reſentment, and which 
were not only tolcrated, but prattiſed, and cele- 
brated among the learned, and polite Greeks, 
and Romans, refute, or even weaken my poſi- 
tion. Thoſe debaſements were eſtabliſhed, and 
ſupported, from the depravity of the human 
heart; not from the blindneſs of the human 
underſtanding; for they authorized the indul- 
gence of the ſelſiſn, and ſordid paſſions, Their 
E 2 | Poets | 
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Poets were in the hands of the publick; and 


even from the fineſt paſſages of their Poets, 
they learned attributes, and charafters which 


were worthy of the Deity; and which we need 


not doubt that they readily adopted into their 
ſober, and ſerious belief; as they were as agree- 


able to reaſon, and probability, as the wild 


fables of their Gods were marked with folly, 
and with falſehood, In their ſeſtivals of gaiety, 
and pleaſure, Jurirz« was ſtill the firſt of Be. 
ings; the Creator, and the Sovereign of Gods, 
and men; in their hours of reflexion, and of 


a better devotion, He was a pure, and eternal 
Being; the Patron of Virtue, and the Enemy 
of Vice, As for their greateft Philoſophers, 
their ideas of God were noble, and ſublime ; 
they were worthy of the Divine Objett to 
whom they were applied. Both Sock Ars, 
indeed, and Ciox no, payed a publick homage 
io the ſuperſtition of their country; and as they 
were not bleſſed with the Light of Chriſtianity, 
they frequently ſpeak of the Deity in ambiguous, 
| and 
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and confuſed language. But they as frequently 
mention Him in ſtrains of deſcription, venera- 
tion, and praiſe, which would not pollute, or 
diſcredit the pages of the Old, or New Teſta- 
ment. And in ſimilar ſtrains, I have no doubt 
that thoſe great, and good men immediately 
addreſſed their Creator, in their proſperity, 
and in their diſtreſs. 


Thus it appears to me, Sir, (though not with- 
out my diffidence, as your ſentiments are con- 
trary to mine) that if the adoration of a Supreme 
Being has even been fo extremely general that 
it may be termed univerſal, Mr, Por was 
warranted, as a Hiſtorian, and a Philoſopher, 
to name the Jove of the Sage with the Jo- 
van of the Saint. He was ſtill more equitably 
warranted, as a Poet; for in poetry, a literal, 
and rigid accuracy is frequently not required; 
it is enough if the Bard animates, dignifies, and 
enforces his great, and ruling objefts, without 


minutely regarding their concomitants, and 


circumſtances. 
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circumſtances. It farther appears to me, that 


the very corruptions which you recapitulate, 
and with the recommendation of which you 
charge my favourite, and much admired Poet, 
ultimately tend to juſtify the ſtanza which has 
incurred your ſevere cenſure, and condemna- 
tion, My meaning will not ſcem paradoxical 
when it is explained, In the midſt of thoſe 
corruptions, the moſt vulgar minds acknow- 
legged, and adored a Supreme Being; ſuch 
minds, in ſpite of them, entertained ideas more 
worthy of the Deity ; and the influence of thole 
corruptions could not prevent, or ſuppreſs, 
thoſe ſublimer ſentiments, that Divine Elo- 
quence of their Pocts, and Sages, which are 
congenial with many of our Sacred Truths, 
Thus the idea of the exiftenceof a God, * the 
« Maker of all Things, the Judge of all Men,” 
emerged, and kept aloof, from the abſurdity of 
ſuperſtition, and from the licentiouſneſs of it's 
rites, This diſtinttion, and ſeparation of pure, 


and eternal truth, from groſs, and periſhable 
errour, 
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errour, very forcibly contributes to ſhow the 
univerſality of the doctrine, the invincibility. 
of the belief. 


I have ſuch an opinion, Sir, of your diſpo- 
fition, and of your habits of thinking, and 
ating, that I anticipate your excuſe for troub- 
ling you with this long letter. It is written 


without any impulſe of oſtentation; it is writ- 


ten from my love of poetical juſtice, and of 
the memory of Mr. Por ; and perhaps from 
ſome ambition to addreſs you. I have known 
ſome men who fancied themſelves great Philo- 
ſophers; yet who frequently argued, not to 
inſtruQ, or to be inſtrutted; but to ſhine, and 
to confute. Yet theſe men have been, at leaſt, 
apparently, more eſteemed than thoſe who 


have never diſputed but for the ſake of clegant, 


or momentous truth, I am inured to life; 
therefore, the fate of this letter can give me 
no previous anxiety, Individuals, and the 
world may preclude from us the external re- 

wards, 
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wards, and the external pleaſures, that ſhould 
be the conſequences of our virtuous applica- 
tion: but they cannot deprive us of that in- 
ternal, and pure ſatisſaction, which always re- 
ſults from a conſciouſneſs of having been well 


employed. 
I am, Sir, 
With Eſteem, and Reſped, 


Your moſt obedient, 


And moſt humble Servant, 


PERCIVAL STOCKDALE, 
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Juſt publiſhed, 
Written by the AuTaour of this LemTTER, 


And printed for J. Rip wWAv, Tork-flrect, St. James 
Square ; and W. CLanKke, New-Bond-Street. 
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